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While certain forms of weapons were peculiar to
one race or civilization,, the majority of weapons were
strikingly alike in character. All made use of bows,
and arrows? as well as blow-guns and darts. All used
clubs of wood or of wood with stone heads. All used
axes, mauls and hatchets of stone, stone-knives and
daggers, and all used spears. It is probable that all
made use of the spear-throwing-stick or atlatl, for it
is found in remains from Mexico to Chile, as well as
farther north. Although stone weapons and imple-
ments were the rule, yet all or nearly all of these
people made use of bronze and copper weapons as
well.
Certain types of weapons were, as I have said,
confined to -certain races or districts. Thus the
Peruvian and Bolivian people used a peculiar form
of mace or club with a star-shaped head of stone or
bronze, sometimes made with the radial projections
sharp and conical in form, at other times with one or
more in the form -of cutting, hatchet-like blades.
These races also used slings (as do the living Indians
of the district) and boomerang-like thro wing-clubs.
On the other hand, the Mexicans used a peculiar
sword-like weapon with jagged obsidian teeth set
along its edges. But as a rule the offensive weapons,
and the implements of a peaceful character, were
very similar and differed mainly in the materials
used, the manner in which they were manufactured
and in minor details.
Strangely enough, the quality of their weapons,
tools and implements is no indication of their cultural
status or the advancement these peoples had attained
in arts and other matters. Those who had reached